214                         Modern Islam in India
concerned, we have examined how modern bourgeois
is tending to become increasingly communalist. The Muslim
middle class could even be said to be substituting communal-
ism for religion, in precisely the sense in which nationalism
in the Western capitalist world can be said often to have
taken the place of religion. We should note that, almost
without 'exception, the orthodox religionists, the theological
academies, the mullas, and so on, have been opposed to the
Muslim League and its communalist attitude, and have
worked for Hindu-Muslim political unity. They have said,
in the name of Islam, that communalism in India is re-
ligiously utterly unsound. The claim of these people to
speak authoritatively in the name of religious Islam has been
disputed by the sophisticated bourgeois. But' at least we
can state, on this basis, that communalism has been a
religious issue only for those groups for whom it was also
and already a political and economic issue.
The fact that, for many middle-class Muslims, com-
munalism is the most important part of their religion, if not
the only part, throws much light on the problem of why
Indian bourgeois Muslims are more conscious of their
religion than are other bourgeois, whether Mu.slim or not,
throughout the world. It suggests that were communalism
to disappear, as it would disappear .soon after its political
and economic props were kicked away, then many bourgeois
Muslims in India would be left quite secular. /'Capitalism
has had the universal effect, whenever it has become firmly
established, of producing situations in which the large
majority of the middle classes have led predominantly
secular lives. They have been atheist or agnostic, or amelist,
or at most only nominally religious. This is as true of Cairo
and Baghdad as it is of London or Madras. At first sight
Indian Islam seems to offer an exception to this rule. But
a careful reading of modern Muslim ' religious ' literature
of the middle classes suggests that the exception is only
apparent, confirming the hypothesis that without com-
munalism many of these Muslims too would be Muslim in
little more than name. For it is exceedingly difficult to